S EPTEMBER-TO MOST of us this signifies the end of summer and the beginning of the fall season of school, more association activities, and the planning for the winter months ahead. I like to think of this time of year as a true beginningthe beginning of our renewal in our associations after a summer of inactivity; the plans to make this a better program year than the last one; the first meeting of the season; seeing old friends and making new ones. This, to me, is always an exciting experience for usually we are not as involved with association functions during the summer months as we are during the program year, which to many of us is from September to May.
As we renew our activities I would like for us to think about one phase of our endeavors that we neglect too often and that is, closer liaison with community agencies and associations that can be of assistance to us in our organizational functions and also in our work environment. Many times we can assist the employees by informing them where to look for help from these agencies and associations not only for themselves, but for members of their families. We, as industrial nurses, should be familiar with the community health agencies and be able to advise our employees whenever necessary.
Many of these organizations, such as the American Cancer Society, are very anxious to cooperate with organizations in helping educate the public and professional personnel and will help in planning programs for your association. Be familiar with all of the rehabilitation organizations in your community. Many times these are local agencies which service a particular area but you should know of those in your own location.
Many of these organizations will furnish you with materials for your information rack in your medical departments which will be of educational value to the employees in your plants. They also can furnish you with many excellent educational films on a variety of subjects.
In order for us to be efficient and valuable occupational health nurses we need to continuously renew our knowledge concerning all aspects of health education and aids in our respective areas. Let us do so at every opportunity to help us increase our value to our patients and managements.
Following is a partial list of agencies and organizations that you should become more familiar with: your County and State Public Health Agency; National Society for the Prevention of Blindness; Red Cross; Civil Defense; American Cancer Society; American Heart Association; TB Association; Visiting Nurses' Service; Veterans' Bureau.
Many communities publish lists of available resources which you can obtain by writing to your local city government.
